
32. In this connection, as Our Predecessor clearly points out, it is advisable in the present 

circumstances that the wage-contract be somewhat modified by applying to it elements taken 

from the contract of partnership, so that "wage-earners and other employees participate in the 

ownership or the management, or in some way share in the profits."  

33. Of special doctrinal and practical importance is his affirmation that "if the social and individual 

character of work be overlooked, it can be neither justly valued nor equitably recompensed." In 

determining wages, therefore, justice demands that account be taken not only of the needs of the 

individual workers and their families, but also of the financial state of the business concern for 

which they work and of "the economic welfare of the whole people." 

144. We are convinced that the farming community must take an active part in its own economic 

advancement, social progress and cultural betterment. Those who live on the land can hardly fail 

to appreciate the nobility of the work they are called upon to do. They are living in close harmony 

with Nature—the majestic temple of Creation. Their work has to do with the life of plants and 

animals, a life that is inexhaustible in its expression, inflexible in its laws, rich in allusions to God 

the Creator and Provider. They produce food for the support of human life, and the raw materials 

of industry in ever richer supply.  

173. Necessity, therefore, and justice demand that all such technical and financial aid be given 

without thought of domination, but rather for the purpose of helping the less developed nations 

to achieve their own economic and social growth. 

180. Moreover, in becoming as it were the life-blood of these people, the Church is not, nor does 

she consider herself to be, a foreign body in their midst. Her presence brings about the rebirth, the 

resurrection, of each individual in Christ; and the man who is reborn and rises again in Christ never 

feels himself constrained from without. He feels himself free in the very depth of his being, and 

freely raised up to God. And thus he affirms and develops that side of his nature which is noblest 

and best.  

182. It is a source of profound satisfaction to Us to see the prominent part which is being played 

by Catholic citizens of the less wealthy countries in the economic and social development of their 

own State.  

229. The transition from theory to practice is of its very nature difficult; and it is especially so 

when one tries to reduce to concrete terms a social doctrine such as that of the Church. There are 

several reasons why this is so; among them We can mention man's deep-rooted selfishness, the 

materialism in which modern society is steeped, and the difficulty of determining sometimes what 

precisely the demands of justice are in a given instance.  

 


